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BOOK REVIEWS
TEXTBOOK OF BIOCHEMISTRY. By Benjamin Harrow. W. B.
Saunders Co., Philadelphia, 1940. 2nd Ed. Pp. 439. $3.75.
This book was originally written as a biochemistry text-book for medical,
dental, agricultural, and general college students. The present edition is a
marked improvement over the first in that a number of errors have been
corrected and much worthwhile additional material has been included. The
book is outstanding in its simplicity. Facts are stated clearly and concisely,
with detailed discussion and controversial material, sources of confusion to the
student, being practically absent. The book represents, in this respect, one
of the best works in fundamental biochemistry.
Despite its lack of detailed discussions, this text does not suffer from
being too brief. The viewpoint of the author may be criticized as too chem-
ical for a student of medicine, but this may be related to the fact that the
author has attempted to write a text-book to meet the needs of all students
of biochemistry. It is not surprising, therefore, that this book is not an ideal
one for medical students. The physiological and practical aspects of biochem-
istry receive perhaps too little emphasis. However, this text, when supple-
mented by lectures as presented in a medical school, will adequately fulfill
the biochemical requirements of the medical student.
It is somewhat unfortunate that the author has, in some instances, chosen
to reproduce rather old data in certain sections of his book, and has not pre-
pared tables which would include recent information and which would there-
fore be more complete and accurate. For example, on page 51 the table
showing the amounts of amino acids isolated from protein could have been
made more complete and a number of the values altered to include more
recent analytical data. The 'table on page 283, presenting the summary of
information on the conversion of amino acids to glucose or to acetoacetic acid,
dates back to the investigations of Dakin; and many of these now require
alteration and expansion in view of more recent information obtained by
subsequent investigators and by other methods of approach. The same
criticism can be made of certain of the discussions of the metabolism of the
individual amino acids. In these paragraphs the author has ignored changes
in information occurring in the past few years.
Notwithstanding the above-mentioned criticisms, Dr. Harrow's book
presents a good fundamental basis for biochemistry instruction. Its concise-
ness and clarity are admirable. A list of references at the end of each chapter
guides the student to supplementary reading. Chapters dealing with topics
in which striking newer advances have been made are particularly well done.
Among these may be mentioned the chapters on Enzymes, Vitamins, and
Biological Oxidations. The book is almost entirely limited to animal biochem-
istry, except for a chapter entitled "Synthesis in the Plant Kingdom." Other
chapters are entitled: Carbohydrates, Lipids, Proteins, Nucleoproteins and
Nucleic Acids, Digestion, Detoxication, Absorption, Blood, Chemistry of
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Respiration, Metabolism of Carbohydrates, Metabolism of Lipids, Metabolism
of Proteins, Energy Metabolism, Inorganic Metabolism and Water, Chemistry
of the Tissues, Urine, Hormones, Chemistry of the Nervous System.
A. WHITE.
GENERAL BACTERIOLOGY. By D. B. Swingle. D. Van Nos-
trand Company, New York, 1940. Pp. xii + 313. $3.
This book is designed for use in undergraduate courses. The whole field
of bacteriology is considered, without undue weight on any particular subdivi-
sion, in an attempt to give the student a broad and sound knowledge of the
subject as a branch of science in itself, rather than as merely a tool useful
in other sciences.
The book is logically arranged, concisely and readably written, and well
illustrated. It should serve admirably as an introduction to general bacteri-
ology, although its elementary nature should be stressed.
PHILIP B. COWLES.
NOTES ON THE PREPARATION OF PAPERS FOR PUBLICATION. By
G. H. F. Nuttall. Cambridge: At the University Press; New
York: The Macmillan Co., 1940. Pp. 62. $1.15.
The material presented is designed to apply specifically to those papers
intended for publication in the Journal of Hygien and Parasitology, but the
life of editors generally would be made much easier if authors could but
master the rules here offered. It is true that in many instances American
authors and editors would not care to follow in detail the style recommended,
but the basic principles apply to all. Not only are the mechanical aspects
of preparation described, but the specific examples illustrating usage, good and
bad, if followed would surely lead to presentations far less cumbered with
those ambiguities characteristic of much writing upon scientific subjects.
GEO. H. SMITH.